
Complete your thesis or  
dissertation successfully: 

Practical guidelines

Edited by JG (Kobus) Maree

JA Athanasou • A Di Fabio • MJ Elias • R Ferreira • WD Gitchel • JD Jansen
MJ Malindi • M McMahon • B Morgan • E Mpofu • J Nieuwenhuis • JC Perry

S Panulla • G Pretorius • J Seabi • RH Sklar • LC Theron • M Watson

ISBN 978-0-70218-916-6

978-0-70218-916-6www.juta.co.za

Complete your thesis or dissertation successfully: Practical guidelines provides funda
mentally important information to students of the social sciences com pleting their 
master’s or doctoral studies, as well as to their supervisors and study leaders. Eminent 
scholars have contributed to the book and have created a text that is easy to read and 
use, yet does not water down the conceptual and terminological complexities of the 
process. For the very first time the most recent and current perspectives on how to 
complete master’s or doctoral studies have been brought together in one publication 
that will equip relatively inexperienced researchers to write a thesis or dissertation.

This valuable resource:
•	 Offers practical guidelines on how to write theses and dissertations.
•	 Includes international perspectives on how to complete theses or dissertations 

successfully.
•	 Provides critical analysis of relevant questions such as ‘How do I know that my 

research will carry any weight or be of any consequence?’, ‘How do I choose a topic 
for a thesis or dissertation?’ and ‘How do I formulate my research questions?’.

•	 Facilitates an understanding and application of theories, goals, methods and 
strategies pertaining to writing theses and dissertations.

•	 Elaborates how to ensure that theses and dissertations comply with basic ethical 
requirements.

•	 Describes the three components of an oral defence and discusses questions that may 
be asked during an oral examination.

•	 Shows students where to start when preparing manuscripts based on master’s and 
doctoral research for submission to scholarly journals.

AbOuT THE EDITOr
Professor J G (Kobus) Maree is a professor in the Faculty of Education at the University of Pretoria 
(UP) and editor of the South African Journal of Psychology. He has three doctorates, is inter
nationally acknowledged for his work in career counselling, has received a number of awards for 
his work, and was recently awarded the Stals Prize for exceptional research and contributions to the 
discipline of Psychology. He was awarded the Chancellor’s Award (UP) for Teaching and Learning 
for 2010 and the Exceptional Academic Achiever Award (UP) for the third time (20112013).Ph
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